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Assessing ELA/Literacy:  
Test Construction Tool 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/


PARCC Model 
Content 

Frameworks 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Evidence-Centered Design (ECD) 

ECD is a deliberate and systematic approach to assessment development that will 
help to establish the validity of the assessments, increase the comparability 

of year-to year results, and increase efficiencies/reduce costs. 

Claims 

Design begins 
with the 
inferences 
(claims) we want 
to make about 
students 

Evidence 

In order to 
support claims, 
we must gather 
evidence 

Task Models 

Tasks are 
designed to elicit 
specific evidence 
from students in 
support of claims 

http://www.parcconline.org/


PARCC Claims for ELA/Literacy 



What are ELA Evidence Tables? 

 The tables contain the Reading, Writing and Vocabulary  
claims and the evidences to be measured on the PARCC 
Summative Assessment. 

 
 Evidences are attached to the Reading, Writing and 

Vocabulary claims presented by PARCC.  
 

 Evidences describe what students might say or do to 
demonstrate mastery of the standards.  

 
 An item on the PARCC ELA/Literacy Summative 

Assessment will measure multiple standards and multiple 
evidences. 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Reading an Evidence Table 

Grade 
Claim 

Standards: 
 

RL –Reading 
Literary 
 

RI – Reading 
Information 

 

Evidence Statements 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Reading an Evidence Table:  
Grades 6 -11 

Standards:  
 

Also include: 
Grades 6 – 11 
Literacy Standards: 

Reading 
History/Social 
Studies  & 

 

Reading 
Science/ 
Technical 

 
RH – Reading 
History/Social Studies 
 

RST – Reading 
Science/Technical 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Reading a Vocabulary  
Evidence Table 

Standards:  
L – Language 

Standards: 
 

RL –Reading 
Literary 
 

RI – Reading 
Information 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Reading a Writing  
Evidence Table 

Standards:  
W – Writing 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Evidence Statements in ACTION  

 Review the Reading Literature and Vocabulary 
Evidence Statements for Grades 9-10 
 

 Read “Snow Day”  
 Consider the following question: 

 What Evidence Statements could be met using this poem? 
 

 Read “Ozymandias”  
 Consider the following question: 

 What Evidence Statements could be met using this poem? 
 

 What conclusions can be drawn about text 
selection, based upon this exercise?  

 

 

 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/


Grade 8 
Selected Response 

Which lines from Selection 2 portray  

the theme of the poem? 

 

A.  “’Drowned,’ but it was wrong: Icarus/Had swum away, 
coming at last to the city” 

B. “They would have answered with a shocked,/ 
uncomprehending stare.” 

C. “Can the genius of the hero fall/To the middling stature 
of the merely talented?” 

D. “Constructs small wings and tries to fly/To the lighting 
fixture on the ceiling.” 



Grade 7  
Constructed Response Item 

 

How does the author of Selection 1 describe Booker 
Washington’s speech at the Cotton States Exposition, 
and which details from Selection 2 would lend support 
for those descriptions? Cite textual evidence from both 
selections in you answer. 



Resources 

 

 
 PARCC  

 Prototypes/Rubrics: www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes   
 

 Evidence Statements:  
 Reading: 

www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Combined%20Evidence%20Tables%204%2004%202013_0.pdf   
 Writing: www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Combined%20Writing%20Evidence%20Tables.pdf  

 

 Content Model Frameworks:  http://www.parcconline.org/mcf/ela/parcc-model-content-frameworks-browser    
 

 
 Rhode Island Interim Assessment (RIIA) & Test Construction Tool 

 Scoring Rubric: http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/InterimAssessment.aspx    
 Training Materials: http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/InterimAssessment.aspx   

 

 
 CCSS ELA/Literacy Professional Development Modules  

 Text Complexity: 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Literacy/CommonCoreStateStandardsforELALiteracy.aspx  
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